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drive cars on highways, even though there are risks involved.

The key is to take adequate safety measures. The same rule applies to cyber. Cyber
crime is here to stay, but we cannot let criminals put our governments and people off
from using technology any more than we accept criminals gaining the advantage on the
streets,

Security and safety are at the forefront on people's minds today, not enly in cyber world,
unfortunately. It is therefore a non-negotiable priority for our presidency. It takes real
time info exchange systems to achieve this. There must be no limiting administrative
measures born out of distrust of technologies to keep us from achieving our aim.

And finally, our fourth priority is an inclusive and sustainable Europe. We believe that the
four freedoms of the European Union can function well only in a truly complete single
market, which must go hand in hand with a sustainable sodial dimension. But the four
freedoms function better in an environment less focused on rules and more on
principles, which must be commonly agreed.

1 would not like to finish without chiming in on the main topic of the future of our Union
- citizens, our people, their freedoms. I would like to put forward some thoughts on our
next biggest challenge in Europe, which we seem to be quite late in recognising. These
are changes in society which are related to technological development. They are only
starting and they are much bigger than simply refusing to communicate on paper with
governments. Today, they only affect some 5% of our workforce, But it will be much
more soon. We should pay especially close attention to the global trends in modern
information society that continue to change our jobs and lifestyle. Here we should seize
the opportunity to use technological changes to our advantage.

When talking about societal changes that affect the social dimension as well as the EU's
competitiveness, the issues that were relevant when the Commission launched the public
consultation on the Pillar of Social Rights, still held true. Technological developments,
aging socdiety, changes in family and work patterns, new forms of work, skills
mismatches, to name only a few. People are not only working longer but also doing more
diverse kinds of work,

1 see that we are also on the brink of a big and rather challenging societal change, which
we have no time to contemplate, as it is gradual and not acute. But if ignored, it will lead
to an overall decrease of Eurcpean competitiveness. Industrial jobs are vanishing as
once did agricultural cnes. Yet our social models are built on an industrial way of
thinking, which no longer fits with the intermittent, global and fragmented nature of new
jobs, the individualism of the new econemy where everyone is an employer, employee,
works for different companies at the same time and offers their services globally.

All of this will warrant a strong rethink of how we gather taxes in the future, As I like to
say, the Cheshire cat will be gone, the grin will not linger much longer. We are used to
getting wide aggregated streams of tax money from big companies, both payroll and
income, and we bicker among ourselves and globally about who should get the tax
revenue, In the future, we will face a world where independent people sell their time and
skills globally, maybe never establishing a stable working relationship for long periods,
working only part of the year or taking gap years at a pace which will make them lose
social security network. If governments do not adapt, people will simply react by opting
out of payments., We must figure out how to capture them with our offer of a social
model, but also respecting and accepting their life- and workstyle choices.

Europe is best placed to be the sandbox of this new, emerging social model. This cannot
be done by restrictive measures and administrative limitations, but only by support and
encouragement of the new lifestyles. We need to be prepared, so that the
transformation from industrial, collective work to fragmented, technologically enhanced
jobs will not be as brutal to lower earners as the transfer from agricultural to industrial
mass employment. I do not know yet how we will do it, but I am convinced that we must
and will succeed in adapting.

184 days to solve all of the challenges that Europe faces is not a long time. But just like
every other presidency, we will do our best to move forward an agenda that we believe
will make the EU stronger, safer and more prosperous. The EU has many advantages and
tools. Let's put them to better use, concentrating on issues which by their nature
cannot be better resolved by Member States' individually, And let's all keep an eye on
those issues that are about the future of our citizens, especially our children and
grandchildren, not only the next MFF,

Thank you,

One person likes this. Sign Up to see what your friends lice.

tel: 631 6202 upinfolat]upk.ee

™
i
&n

Siternap Q

6)7-()28 3* 7832-%
" )&7-8)

(est.) monthl y visits:

(est.) covera ge views:

110


https://president.ee/en/official-duties/speeches/13246-address-by-the-president-of-the-republic-of-estonia-kersti-kaljulaid-on-the-future-of-europe-and-the-estonian-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-eu-at-the-state-of-the-union-conference-2017-in-florence-on-5-may-2017/index.html
https://president.ee/en/official-duties/speeches/13246-address-by-the-president-of-the-republic-of-estonia-kersti-kaljulaid-on-the-future-of-europe-and-the-estonian-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-eu-at-the-state-of-the-union-conference-2017-in-florence-on-5-may-2017/index.html
https://president.ee/en/official-duties/speeches/13246-address-by-the-president-of-the-republic-of-estonia-kersti-kaljulaid-on-the-future-of-europe-and-the-estonian-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-eu-at-the-state-of-the-union-conference-2017-in-florence-on-5-may-2017/index.html

n

European
Investment

Bank

I

The €4 bast

WHO WE ARE

WHAT WE OFFER

PROJECTS NEWS & MEDIA EIB & YOU

Th

80

e State of the Union conference

The State of the Union conference, arganised by the European
University Institute (EUI) is an annual event for high-level reflection on
the mast pressing issues facing Europe today.

For just a few days each spring, the city of Florence is transfarmed into
the capital of European debate. The State of the Union, this year under
the title 'Building A People’s Europe', gathers top politicians, civil
servants, academics, policy-makers and journalists. In 2017, confirmed
speakers include the President of the European Commission

Jean-Claude Juncker and the President of the European Council Donald Tusk.

EIB President Werner Hoyer joined key speakers at the event on § May and delivered an address followed by a

Q&A on “Investing in Europe’.

» Official website: hittps:/istateoftheunion.eui euf
» Event pragramme: hitps:#/stateoftheunion.eui.euitne-programme/
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