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STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS CALLS FOR “PRIVACY BY DESIGN” 
  
Martin Scheinin has called for “Privacy by Design in technology development” in his 2015 State of 
the Union Address, delivered at the Palazzo Vecchio in Florence. Martin Scheinin is Professor of 
International Law and Human Rights at the European University Institute (EUI).  
 
Scheinin has been leading the SURVEILLE research project (Surveillance: Ethical Issues, Legal 
Limitations, and Efficiency), which uses a multidisciplinary approach to exploring debates around 
surveillance in Europe. The findings of the project were presented yesterday at the State of the 
Union.  In an interview with the EUI Times conducted in March, Scheinin elaborated, “Privacy by 
design becomes the crucial factor [in surveillance] because by introducing the feature of privacy by 
design into a surveillance technology, we can improve the technological benefits and reduce the 
human rights intrusion.” 
 
SURVEILLE aims to provide a comprehensive survey of the types of surveillance technology deployed 
in Europe, to assess the benefits and costs of surveillance technology and to identify and assess the 
range of legal and ethical issues raised by the use of surveillance technology. 
 
Scheinin explains, “In many cases we said yes to the question whether surveillance was acceptable. 
But in many cases we came to a negative conclusion, and perhaps most importantly we concluded 
that electronic mass surveillance is one of the areas where the proper way to strike the balance is to 
say no to surveillance.” 
 
Through the project’s multidisciplinary approach, Scheinin hopes to pave “a more rational and 
holistic assessment of how the famous “balance” between privacy and security can be struck.” 
 
Elsewhere in the Address Scheinin condemned Europe’s response to the migration crisis as well as 
calling for more concerted efforts by Europe’s leaders to deal with climate change.  
 
SURVEILLE website: Surveille.eui.eu. 
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